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SUBJECT : BAHRAIN TEACHERS' STRIKE 

REF : MANAMA 0357 

1. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH AMIR MARCH 23 AND WITH OTHER MINISTERS 
WHILE SEEING AMIR OFF AT AIRPORT MARCH 26, 1 SEE NO EVIDENCE 

OF GOB ANXIETY ABOUT POLITICAL OR SECURITY SITUATIONS AS RESULT 
STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN SYMPATHY WITH TEACHERS' DISPUTE WITH 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. GOB LEADERS GO TO SOME LENGTH TO DESCRIBE 
THIS AS THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION'S AFFAIR RATHER THAN THE 
GOVERNMENT'S AFFAIR. 

2. SINCE REFTEL REPORT, THERE HAS BEEN A SHARP BUT BRIEF 
STUDENT/POLICE CLASH AT ONE OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS AFTERNOON 
MARCH 23 FOLLOWED BY A DAY OF APPARENTLY COMPLETE CALM 
DURING PROPHET'S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY MARCH 24. MARCH 25 A 
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THERE WAS THE MOST SERIOUS CLASH TO DATE BETWEEN 
STUDENTS AND POLICE DURING STUDENT 

DEMONSTRATION IN MARKET AREA CAUSING PRECAUTIONARY 
CLOSING OF MANY SHOPS. APPARENTLY THERE WERE NO INJURIES 
BUT LOTS OF TEAR GAS WAS USED. MARCH 26-28 SCHOOLS WILL 
BE CLOSED IN MOURNING DEATH OF KING FAISAL. POLICE CONTINUE 
TO APPEAR TO HAVE SITUATION WELL IN HAND AND THERE IS AS YET 
NO EVIDENCE THAT STUDENT UNREST IS SPREADING TO OTHER SECTORS 
OF SOCIETY. 
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